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Synopsis

Nakama 1 is a complete, flexible introductory program designed to present the fundamentals of the
Japanese language to college students. Presented in two parts, Nakama 1a and Nakama 1b, the
program focuses on proficiency-based language learning, emphasizes practical communication and
student interaction, and fosters the development of all four language skills and cultural awareness.
Thematically organized chapters focus on high-frequency communicative situations and introduce
students to the Japanese language and its three writing systems: hiragana, katakana, and kaniji.
Maintaining the program’s balanced approach, the new edition features updated technology
resources, new authentic art, and practical, contemporary vocabulary to enhance both teaching and

learning.
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Yukiko Abe Hatasa received her Ph.D. in linguistics in 1992 from the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign. She has taught all levels of Japanese for over twenty-five years, and has

worked on curriculum development and teacher training in five major institutions in the US,



Australia, and Japan. She is known nationwide as one of the premier Japanese methodologists in
the US and Japan. She is currently a professor of Japanese pedagogy at Hiroshima
University.Kazumi Hatasa received his Ph.D. in education in 1989 from the University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He is currently a professor at Purdue University and Director of the Japanese
School at Middlebury College. He is recognized internationally for his work in software development
for the Japanese language and distributes most of his work as freeware over the Internet.Seiichi
Makino received his Ph.D. in linguistics in 1968 from the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.
He is an internationally prominent Japanese linguist and scholar who is recognized throughout the
world for his scholarship and for his many publications. Before beginning his tenure at Princeton
University in 1991, he taught Japanese language, linguistics, and culture at the University of lllinois
while training lower division language coordinators. He is an experienced ACTFL oral proficiency
trainer in Japanese and frequently trains Japanese instructors internationally in proficiency-oriented
instruction and in the administration of the Oral Proficiency Interview. Professor Makino has been
the Academic Director of the Japanese Pedagogy M.A. Summer Program at Columbia University
since 1996. He also directs the Princeton-in-Ishikawa Summer Program. In 2014, the Japanese
government honored Dr. Seiichi Makino with a decoration: The Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon, for his outstanding contributions in the mutual academic exchanges

between Japan and the United States and the development of Japanese language education.

This book is beginner friendly to learning Japanese if you are taking a Japanese Class. The tips
given about memorizing hiragana and katakana has helped me tremendously. Along with the
practice problems it helped solidify the knowledge | had known about hiragana and katakana. Not
only that it also taught me the culture and manners of Japan. With that | believe this is a good book

to have but is flawed when learning to pronounce words or letters.

Great for College Course as Requested! especially price for a freshman in college!

The book content is good, but | could not download the Kindle version with the Kindle device as well
as other textbook | rented before. | just wasted money and time. | bought the device because |
wanted to get textbooks quickly without waiting for shipments, but | ended up renting or buying
those textbooks in hard copies. | guess you can download to a laptop though. Moreover, the Kindle
device does not allow me to download any books using our college internet networks. | have to buy

a cup of coffee to download in a wifi cafe outside of the campus. It is very inconvenient. | regret | got



the device.

The book came just in time for my daughter’s birthday. Thanks so much! She loves it!

Half the book is missing and what is left has seen better days

Daughter needed for class.

must have for the course

Exactly what | needed for my Japanese class.
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